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On the foreign relations policy of the Edo period, an author of World History for
High Schooldescribes as follows. ‘ From the 1630s until the mid-nineteenth century,
Japan entered into a period of self-imposed national isolation called sakoku, which
made it virtually impossible for the general public to see foreign countries in
person.’? The term sakoku, which means “closed country’, originates from the
manuscript work by Shizuki Tadao (54L&, 1760-1806), astronomer and translator
in 1801. He invented the word while translating the Dutch version of E. Kaempfer’s
History of Japan into Japanese. In recent decades it has become increasingly
common in historical studies to refer to the foreign relations policy of the period not
as sakoku, implying a totally “closed” country, but by the term kaikin (¥%£,

“maritime prohibitions”) used in documents in those days.

1) s Rk s s [3orEditt R 5 World History for High Schoold (1)1l
HfRtE, 20194F). 8 H,
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By Elizabeth I's royal charter the English East India Company was formed in

1600 to challenge the Dutch-Portuguese monopoly of the spice trade. But its
conflict with the Dutch led to the Amboina massacre of 1623. Afterwards it

abandoned the East Indies to concentrate on the Indian subcontinent. The charter

was renewed in 1647, constituting the Company as a joint-stock company. After
1660 five further charters gave the Company the rights to acquire territory, exercise

jurisdiction, declare war and conclude peace, command troops and coin money.
Thereafter, it prospered greatly from trade with China, over which it also had a

monopoly. The company began to acquire a territorial empire in India after the battle

of Plassey in 1757,
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