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Engelbert Kaempfer (1651-1716) was a German naturalist and is well-known in

the field of Japanese History. His History of Japanpublished posthumously in 1727
became the chief source of Western knowledge about the country since the mid-18%

century. In September 1690 he arrived in Nagasaki as a physician to the Dutch

East India Company. During his two years stay in Japan, Kaempfer visited Edo
twice and met the Shogun Tokugawa Tsunayoshi. Making extensive investigation

on local plants, he summarized the results in his “Flora Japonica”. Most of his

manuscripts were purchased by Sir Hans Sloane, English naturalist and a founder
of the British Museum. Among them was a History of Japan, which was translated
into English by Sloane’s librarian. In 1727 it was first published in 2 volumes at
London.
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Archaeology as an academic discipline attempts to reconstruct the past human

cultures through the recovery and analysis of material remains such as artefacts,

settlements, earthworks, burials, and skeletal remains. In the nineteenth century
archaeology established itself as the only means of studying pre-literate societies.

With the shift in interest to social and economic problems like the nature of early

farms and settlement patterns, archaeology came into its own, not only to illustrate
the physical nature of buildings described in the written documents, but also to
answer questions on which the written sources are silent. Archaeological techniques,

with a methodology including physical analysis and careful recording, have been

used increasingly to study more recent times.
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