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It has been the constant opinion of most European Geographers, that the Japanese
are originally of Chinese Extraction, descended from the Inhabitants of that mighty
Empire. This opinion is grounded upon the following two Stories, which were brought
out of the East by European travelers. The first is.: It once happened in China, that
several families conspired against the Emperor. Upon discovery of the Plot, it was
ordered, that all those, who had any hand in it, should be put to death without mercy.
But the number of accomplices being so extensive, that at last the Executioners
themselves grew weary of shedding so much blood, the affair was again laid before the
Emperor, who thereupon resolved, that their sentence of death should be converted into
transportation and banishment, into the neighbouring, then rude and uninhabited,
Islands of Japan, which they peopled, and thereby became the Progenitors of that

numerous and powerful Nation.
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The Japanese dress is commonly of silk or cotton, woollen cloth being scarcely known
there. They commonly go bare-headed, though shorn, with only a tuft of hair on the pole; ~— 7777
but generally make use of an umbrella. Both gentle and simple wear a sword, or at least
a dagger by their side, and a fan in their hand. And they wear, contrary to the mode
among Europeans, black in their festivities, and white in their mournings. In their eating
they are very temperate, feeding mostly on the flesh of wild beasts, fowls, &c. with

variety of herbs and fruits.
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