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This Empire is by the Europeans called Japan. The natives give it several names and
characters. The most common, and most frequently used in their writings and
conversation, is Nipon, which is sometimes in a more elegant manner, and particular to
this Nation, pronounced Nifon. It signifies, the foundation of the Sun, being derived from
Nj, Fire, and in a more sublime sense, the Sun, and Pon, the ground, or foundation of a
thing.

There are still some other names and epithets, which are seldom mentioned in
conversation, but occur more frequently in their writings. Such are for instance. 1. Tenka,
that is, the Subcelestial Empire, as if it were the only one existing under Heaven.
Hence the Emperor is called 7enkasama, the Subcelestial Monarch.
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JAPAN, or HIPHON as it called by the inhabitants, is an empire of the East Indies, in
Asia, divided into several distinct kingdoms under one monarch of the whole. It is the
most easterly part in all our hemisphere; and consequently the place where the rising
sun is first seen, at least eight hours before us. It consists of several large islands, besides
many small ones, lying between lat. 30 and 40 deg. N. and between long. 130 and 144
deg. E.

The largest of these islands is Japan, which gives its name to the rest, being 600 miles
in length, and from 100 to 150 in breadth. Its capital and the imperial seat is Jeddo.
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