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The first New World epidemic, which struck Hispaniola (today's Dominican
Republic and Haiti) in 1493, may well have been swine influenza, carried by pigs 7
aboard Columbus's ships. Others followed. Reaching the Caribbean in 1518, e
smallpox killed one-third to one-half of the Arawaks on Hispaniola and spread
to Puerto Rico and Cuba. It also went with Cortés to Mexico in 1521. The
Spanish adventurer attacked the main Aztec city, Tenochtitlan (modern Mexico
City), with just 3 0 0 Europeans and some allies. When the city fell three months
later, half of its 300,000 inhabitants had died, including the Aztec leader, = ___ .
Montezuma, mainly from the disease. The same happened when Pizarro took on
the Incas ten years later: smallpox ran ahead of him to Peru and did much of his

dirty work for him.
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In the nineteenth century, the reading public of Western world achieved mass literacy.
The advances made towards general literacy in the age of Enlightenment were continued,
to create a rapidly expanding number of new readers, especially for newspapers and cheap
fiction. In revolutionary France, about half the male population could read, and about 30
per cent of women. In Britain, where literacy rates were higher, male literacy was about
70 per cent in 1850, and 55 per cent of females could read. The German Reich was 88 per
cent literate in 1871.

These figures hide considerable variations between town and country, and between
the highly literate capital cities and the rest of the country. In Paris, for example, on the
eve of the French Revolution, 90 per cent of men and 80 per cent pf women were able to
sign their wills; and in 1792, two out of three inhabitants of the popular faubourg St.-
Marcel could read and write. Such high levels of literacy, however, were found only in

the largest western European cities before the mid-nineteenth century.




TN 6 FERFERAFHAREE (FrERH6 047)
T % &R E U

C HEAENRESY)
% B 125 2 & =7
& 5 4 E| /N A 3 A

ETEECRYEA-VWEEZTVWAHRT—IZTDONT, FEROERHICLEA>TRLAEEL,

HRT—YZEOEREARDOES
BELBDOISRTHROFM
BELBRDISEH (BH) OMELERE
SN HAERR

0 N O O




