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The Childhood of the King of Pop (Michael Jackson)

Michael Jackson was born in the U.S. state of Indiana on August 29th, 1958. His family lived in a
poor industrial city called Gary located near Chicago. Many people who lived in the town of Gary,
worked in the steel mills. The steel mills polluted the air and made it smell bad, but no one complained
because they were just happy to have jobs. In addition to high unemployment, Gary also had various
other problems such as gangs, drugs and crime. Poor families lived in the quiet neighborhoods of Gary,
but it was dangerous to be out at night. Michael Jackson grew up with his five brothers and three
sisters in one of these neighborhoods. In all, two adults and eight children lived in a three-room house.
During the cold winters, the family huddled around the kitchen stove to keep warm.

Michael's father, Joe, worked hard at a steel mill and was very strict with the children. Michael's
mother, Katherine, on the other hand, was kind, gentle and loving. Both had a love for music which
would be passed on to their children. Joe played guitar and was a member of a band called The
Falcons, which played at local bars and nightclubs. When Joe was not playing with the band, the family
would gather and sing traditional songs. Katherine noticed that Michael had a wonderful singing voice
and a talent for dancing.

Joe had a very strict rule about his guitar--he would not allow any of the children to even touch it.
However, Michael's brother, Tito, would often play his father's guitar when Joe was not home. Tito
would play the guitar while brothers Jackie and Jermaine sang. Then, one day, one of the guitar strings
broke while Tito was playing it. Joe came home and became very angry at Tito. Tito started crying.
Through his tears, he said “But dad, I can really play the guitar.” Joe heard this and said “OK, play
something.” Tito started to play, and then Jackie and Jermaine started to sing. Joe's jaw dropped. This
was the beginning of the Jackson Five.

The next day, Joe came home with a new guitar. It was for Tito. After listening to Tito and his

brothers perform, Joe came up with the idea of forming a family band. He made them practice very

hard and finally after a few years of hard work, they started performing in local talent contests, at

dances and local shopping malls. Michael was the lead singer and dancer. However, it was often difficult

for the family because Joe was so strict and demanding.

Of course, we all know what happened after that. Michael Jackson's life was filled with many

problems, but he left behind a rich legacy of music that has entertained generations of people around

the world.
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